Mr. Banas
Room:  228

Extension: 227

Email:  matthew.banas@meriden.k12.ct.us
U.S. History 
Course Description:

This course in the history of our country is designed to give greater scope and depth suitable to the abilities and aims of college-bound students.  Pupils are expected to acquire an appreciation of the heritage of our democracy, knowledge of the relevancy of the past to today’s world and a familiarity with the duties and responsibilities of citizenship and the position of the United States in world affairs.
Objectives

The student will:


1.  Gather and analyze historical information, including contradictory data, from 
primary and secondary sources.


2.  Evaluate data within the historical, social, political or economic context in 
which it was created.


3.   Identify and discuss major events and trends in the United States history from 
Industrialization to Modern Times and from various regions of the world as they 
relate to United States History.


4.  Locate the events, peoples and places they have studied in time and place.

5.  Explain relationship among events and trends studied in United States history.


6.  Interpret examples of the arts from various periods of United States history.


7.  Identify various groups and analyzed their interest in conflict from selected 
historical periods.


8.  Demonstrate the ways race, gender, ethnicity and class issues have affected 
individuals and societies.


9.  Describe, explain and analyze the causes and consequences of major events 
and turning points in United States history.


10.  Explain how the use and expansion of trade have connected and affected the 
history of global economies and societies.


11.  Initiate questions and hypotheses about historic events they are studying.
12.  Describe and analyze, using historical data, the options that are available to parties involved in contemporary conflicts or decision-making

13.  Describe relationships between historical subject matter and other subjects they study, current issues and personal concerns.

14.  Apply an understanding of historical and contemporary conflicts over Constitutional principles.

15.  Explain how the design of the U.S. Constitution is intended to balance and check the powers of the branches of government.

16.  Write a research paper on a topic relating to United States history.

Course Content

1. September, 2013:
Review of Early American History  & United States Constitution
Immigration and Urbanization- 
a. Chapter 6- Immigration , Urbanization, & The Gilded Age

b. 23:3 A New Wave of Immigration

2. October, 2013:

Industry and the Rise of Business- 
a. Chapter 5- The Rise of Industry, Railroads, Big Business, & Unions

3. November & December, 2013:

Progress & Change- 

a. Chapter 8-The Roots of Progressivism,  Roosevelt & Taft, & the Wilson years

b. Ch 4:3 Native Americans, Ch 6:5 Segregation, Ch 10.5 African-American Culture
c. Ch 17.1 The New Frontier, Ch 17:3 The Great Society
d. Ch 18 sections 1-3   The Civil Rights Movement
e. Ch 20 The Politics of Protest, Ch 21:4 New Approches to Civil Rights
4. January & February, 2014

The American Economy-
a. Ch 10.1 The Politics of the 1920s  &10.2 A Growing Economy
b. Ch 11- The Causes of the Great Depression, Life During the Depression, & Hoover Responds to the Depression
c. Ch 12- The First New Deal, The Second New Deal, & The New Deal Coalition
d. 16.1 Truman & Eisenhower, 21.1 Nixon Administration, 21.3 Ford & Carter
e. 22.1 The New Conservatism, 23.2 The Clinton Years
f. 24:4 A Time of Challenges
5. March & April, 2014

Conflict & War-
a. Ch 7:1 The Imperialist Vision, 7:2 The Spanish-American War
b. Ch 9 sections 1-4    World War One
c. Ch 13 sections 1-4   A World In Flames (1931-1941)
d. Ch 14 sections 1-5  World War Two
e. Ch 15:2  Korean War, Ch 19 sections 1-3  Vietnam War
f. Ch 22:4 Persian Gulf War
g. Ch 24:1, 24:2, 24:3  War on Terror
6. May, 2014

America & World Affairs- 

a. Chapter 7:3 New American Diplomacy
b. Ch 15 sections 1-4   The Cold War Begins (1945-1960)
c. Ch 16:2 JFK & The Cold War, Ch 21:1 The Nixon Administration
d. Ch 22:2 The Reagan Years , Ch 22:4 End of the Cold War
e. Ch 21.5 Environmentalism, 23:1 The Technological Revolution
f. 23:4 An Interdependent World
7. June, 2014

Popular Culture-
a. Ch 6:3  The Gilded Age (part of section has late 1800s pop culture)
b. Ch 10.3 A Clash of Values
c. 10.4 Cultural Innovations
d. 10.5 African-American Culture
e. 16.2 The Affluent Society

f. 16.3 The Other Side of American Life

g. 21:2 Watergate Scandal

h. 22:3 Life in the 1980s
Acitivities
Daily activities will relate historical significance of events to the present.  Class work will be assigned on an individual and group basis and will incorporate practical and real life discussions.  Class activities will include, but are not limited to, debates, internet labs, mock trials and elections.  Students will complete chapter and other supplemental activities to improve content skills.  These will include the interpretation of graphs and charts, mastering geography skills and analyzing primary source materials.  Additional research projects and extensive essay writing will also be assigned.  This class will also be taught using the blended learning model.  Students will be expected to complete assignments using various forms of technology and will be participating in this class through a Moodle site.  
Evaluations

Students will be evaluated on the successful completion of lesson activities, classroom discussion/participation and homework assignments.  Students will demonstrate mastery of content through tests, quizzes and projects.  Essays and research papers will be assigned so students can demonstrate mastery of selected topics.
Homework:  15%

Quizzes:  15%

Tests:30%

Projects:  25%

Class work/participation: 15%

I am available every day after school for make-ups and extra help.  Students may also come for help and make-ups before school with prior arrangement.  The responsibility for getting and completing make-up work, quizzes, and tests lies with the student.  

I will do my best to enter grades in to PowerSchool as promptly as possible.  Grades will be entered at least once or twice a week.  Special projects, essays, research papers and other assignments that require more extensive grading will be entered within two weeks of the due date.
